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Epiphany 3—10:00am Service of Word
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Matthew 19:27-end

Collect
God of all mercy, your Son proclaimed good

news to the poor, release to the captives, and
freedom to the oppressed: anoint us with your
Holy Spirit and set all your people free to praise
you in Christ our Lord. Amen

Hymns
Our God is a great big God
144 Dear Lord and Father

422 Lord, we come to ask your healing
752 Willyou come and follow me

Prayer List
This week, we are thanking God for and for Jean

Melling, members of our parish; we pray for
healing, strength and discernment.

Preacher: Richard Horn

Lead: Rev’d Pelumi Adeyemi
Sunday Service Zoom Link

ID: 896 6125 2194; Passcode 050845

Each week, we pray for families in church and
the community. You could send requests to
prayers@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

Date Name

04/01/26 | Mary Keightley

11/01/26 | Marie Maull

18/01/26 | Laura, Nathan, Liam, Noah
25/01/26 | Jean Melling

Highlight from last Sunday’s Sermon: Who are you by Rev’d Pelumi Adeyemi

We live in a time of spiritual darkness. We need to pray for God to open our hearts so that we

can fulfil our calling and walk in His light.

Paul introduced himself to the Church of God in
Corinth and to fellow servants everywhere. He
also introduced the co-servants as well: “God’s
holy people who call on the name of Christ
Jesus as Lord” (i.e., allwho are born again).

Though ordinary, we are given extraordinary
grace at salvation (Isaiah 61:10, Zechariah 3:1-
5): chosen by God (Isaiah 49:7, John 15:16) to
bear His name, and are empowered by His Spirit
-filled Word (John 6:63) and all knowledge (I
Corinthians 1:4-5), to set the captives free (Luke
4:18) ...heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse

lepers, cast out demons (Matthew 10:8); to
transform generations. Isaiah describes such
ones as His sharpened sword hidden in his
palm and The Archer’s arrow hidden in His
quiver.

As Christ’s workmanship (Ephesians 2:8-10),
we are (re-)moulded to perfection (Jeremiah
18:1-4) for an appointed time (Isaiah 49:2,
Habakkuk 2:3); with courage, let’s perfect God’s
will as dedicated servants.

Please visit and subscribe to our YouTube
Channel @StfrancisGuildford45 for more.
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St Francis Church... The Fountain of Life...

|
Don’t miss the most important week of the year! Please put this in your diary.

Parish Prayer Week [26—31 January 2026]

At the end of January there is going to be a
special time when every one in all three
churches come together as a parish to pray. Itis
a time to slow down and turn our attention fully
to God. It will be a wonderful opportunity of
enjoying His presence and discovering more
about his love for us. Before we begin plans or
new activities for the year we need to ensure
that God is with us because the Bible makes it
clear that “Apart from me you can do nothing.”

Throughout the week, we will invite everyone to
join in three short prayers each day: 9:00am,
12:00pm, and 5:30pm. You’re welcome to the
St Francis Church Prayer Room for these, or to

pause and pray from home, work, or wherever

you may be.

Day of Prayer and Fasting on Wed, 28 Jan. ’26:
As a parish, we will set aside this day to seek
God together through prayer and fasting. If you
can, please join in whatever form of fasting is
suitable for you. We will finish the day by
gathering for Holy Communion in Emmanuel
Church at the evening prayer time, breaking the
fast together.

o0 AA

Sunday School Segment &5 (&

Memory verse: ‘The people who walked in
darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light
has shined’ (lsaiah 9:2). This week we are
thinking about how God changes darkness to
light, sadness to joy, emptiness to plenty. God’s
promise is for darkness in the world to be light;
a light which is for everyone, for the whole
God’s
unhappiness into joy: the light of Jesus.

world. blessing can change our

As Christians we know the light of Jesus gives us
hope for the future. We need to share the light
of Jesus, our joy and our hope with our friends
and family

Can you think of something God does that
makes you feel happy? How can we bring God’s
light to our families and friends? Can you turn
someone’s unhappiness to joy?

You can turn my face from sad to happy if you
can find Diane and tell her the memory verse —
and maybe she can turn your face to happy!

Alpha Course

The Alpha course will run on

Tuesdays here at St Francis

Church starting February 3rd for
@ 10 weeks (6:30 - 8:30pm). Please
sign up at the back or visit our webpage for
more information and registration
(stfrancisguildford.co.uk/alpha/). You could
also sign up in the sheet at the back. Please

speak to Robert Stevenson for more info.

Practicing the Way

This is a discipleship course for everyone with
practical advice on how to live like Jesus in the
modern world. It will run on Wednesdays
starting February 4th for 8 weeks (7:30 -
8:30pm). Please sign up at the back or visit our
webpage for more information and registration,
please sign up on the sheet at the back. Please
speak to Richard Horn for more info.
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We need God in all we do; prayer is key

Please Pray for Growth:

'‘God of Mission, who alone brings growth to
your Church, send your Holy Spirit to give vision
to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to
ourworship and power to our witness. Help St
Francis, St Clares and Emmanuel Churches to
grow in numbers, in spiritual commitment to
you, and in service to our local community,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

The prayer room by the narthex is open daily
from 9am—>5:30pm. If you feel burdened, come
into pray for yourself, for someone else, for
issues that worry you or simply step inside to
reflectin the presence of God. Each week, we
pray for families in church and the community.
You could send requests to
prayers@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

Important Dates (January 2026)

Date Event (Time)

6,7 Parish Staff Retreat

1 Café Church (10:00 am)

12 Tea & Skittles

26—31 Parish Prayer week

28 Parish Day of Prayer and Fasting
6,13,20, 27 | Hear Here Audiology Clinic

What’s On/ What’s Happened?

Guildford EFC Parish Staff Retreat (6-7 Jan 26) @ Ashburnham Place, Battle East Sussex L-R: Peter Gao,
Sarah Loise-Morton, Fiona So, Lynne Wright, Liz Gunn, Liz Deutsch, Melissa Foat, Thom Jee, Pelumi Adeyemi,
Jacob, Jonny Lowe, [not in the photo: Sarah King, James Herring, Zoé Connold, David Huggins]

God’s promised hope: A testimony by Rev’d Diane Peters

Many years ago, | became quite ill and was
undergoing many tests. On one such occasion |
plodded up the hill to yet another test
pondering variously on whether | would be
finished in time to collect the children from
school, what to cook that evening and what
possible form of torture there might be for me
this time in the hospital when suddenly, quite
unexpectedly, | felt as if God was pouring
himself into me. | was flooded with the red-hot
warmth of God’s love and spirit, and | knew that

whatever the future held | was not alone, God
was with me. | did not see God, | did not hear
God, but | had literally felt God. Some years
later | was reading my medical notes only to
read that the consultant had noticed and noted
the peace and calm | carried that afternoon. The
experience didn’t cure me, | was diagnosed with
Ulcerative Colitis, but God’s peace certainly
supported me through a challenging time. |
knew that God was Spirit and in the Holy Spirit |
could rest.
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Minister: Rev’d Oluwapelumi Adeyemi
[minister@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk]
Tel: 07508254495

Assistant Minister: Rev’d Diane Peters
[curate@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk]
Tel: 07889638710

Deputy Church Warden: Robert Stevenson
churchwarden@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

Assistant Warden & Bookings Manager:
Val Holt (day off: Wednesday)
hallbookings@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

Pastoral Care: Sarah Dowd
[pastoralcare@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk]

Treasurer: Seth Johnson
[treasurer@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk]

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Stephen Schofield
Email: safeguarding@emmanuelchurch.co.uk |
Tel: 07421443031 (9am - 3pm)

Newsletter Contributions & Enquiries

For contributions or enquiries on Baptism,
marriage etc, please contact Valerie by phone
(01483571018) orin person on Wednesdays
from 12-4:00pm or via email:
admin@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

For your testimonies, God-incidents or
coincidences witnessed or experienced,
please submit entries of 150 words to:
testimonies@stfrancisstclareguildford.org.uk

You may choose to remain anonymous,
however, please note: by submitting your story,
you agree we can share your testimony via the
print and digital platforms of St Francis Church.

Safeguarding

We are committed to safeguarding as an
integral part of ministry and mission, promoting
a safer culture and the welfare of all people safe
at St Francis Church. We have adopted the
Church of England’s ‘Promoting a Safer Church
Policy for children, young people and vulnerable
adults.

If you have any concerns, please contact the
Minister (Pelumi), the Warden (Robert) or the
Parish Safeguarding Officer (Steve)

Other programs

Morning Prayers on Zoom

Tuesdays (9:00 -9.40am)

Do please join usifyou can. /D: 829 9475 0223;
Passcode 104258

Hear, here NHS Clinics

Tuesdays (9:30-11:00 am)

A Diocese of Guildford projectin partnership
with Sight for Surrey and the NHS, where our
NHS audiology-trained volunteers provides
community-based hearing aid maintenance.

Community Foodshare
Open Mondays - Saturdays (9 am -4pm),
Sundays (12:00-4:00pm)

(O THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND



